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The first advance on the simple belt rain map was to
shade the coast-lines in certain places of a deeper tint;
but if we compare a map on this principle, showing
the total annual amount of rain, for example, that of
Professor Loomis in the e American Journal of Science
and Art/ for January 1882, with the most recent map
of seasonal rain distribution, that of Wojeitoff in vol. i.
of the * Zeitschriffc fur wissenschaftliche Geographic,' it
is hard to realise that they represent only different
aspects of the same phenomenon, the fall of rain.

It is impossible, in the present state of our know-
ledge, to give a true picture of these several elements,
the amount, and the distribution in spaee and in time,
of rainfall. If we were to attempt to draw monthly
rain-charts we should at once be met by the difficulty
that information for many portions of the globe is not
attainable. The regions, in the northern hemisphere
alone, in which practically no stations exist, are the
interior and east of Asia; the whole of British North
America, except the province of Canada; the entire
Arctic Regions; and the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.
Curves could therefore be drawn with confidence over
a very limited area. It is not with rainfall as with
temperature or pressure, where corrections of more or
less exactitude can be applied to reduce readings to
their equivalents at sea-level. The distribution in
vertical height of the amount of rain varies in different
latitudes and with differences in the position of the
mountain chains with regard to the prevailing wind, so
that two stations situated close together may differ
widely in the amount and in the seasonal distribution
of their -rain. Wojeikoff gives a very telling instance of
this from two stations in Java, Batavia and Buitenzorg.